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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: JUSO CONGRESS GIVES SPD NO CAUSE FOR JOY 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE ANNUAL JUSO CONGRESS CREATED SERIOUS 
PROBLEMS FOR BOTH THE JUSO'S AND THE SPD. IT ELECTED 
A RADICAL SOCIALIST BOARD PLEDGED TO CHALLENGE 
SPD CONTROLS OVER THE YOUTH ORGANIZATION, TO SEEK A 
MARXIST RESTRUCTURING OF WEST GERMAN SOCIETY, AND TO 
PURSUE LOCAL ALLIANCES WITH COMMUNISTS. THE CONGRESS 
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SPLIT BADLY ON SEVERAL ISSUES, AND RANK-AND-FILE LOYALTY 
TO THE NEW BOARD HAS NOT BEEN TESTED. HOWEVER, IT IS 
CLEAR THAT THE SPD LEADERSHIP FACES A MAJOR JUSO 
CHALLENGE ON BASIC PRINCIPLES AND MUST SEEK A NEW 
MODUS VIVENDI WITH ITS ALWAYS OBSTREPEROUS, BUT NOW 
MORE RADICALIZED YOUTH WING. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . THE OUTCOME OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST (JUSO) CONFERENCE 
IN HAMBURG ON MARCH 18-20 SPELLS TROUBLE FOR THE SPD 

AND CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT. CONTRARY TO GENERAL EXPECTATION 
AND TO THE CLEAR PREFERENCE OF SPD LEADERS, THE JUSO'S 
IN HAMBURG REPUDIATED THE REFORM COURSE OF HEIDEMARIE 
WIECZOREK-ZEUL (WHO, AT 35, COULD NOT RUN AGAIN) AND 
ELECTED A NEW BOARD LED BY KLAUS-UWE BENNETER (30), A 
BERLIN ATTORNEY FROM THE STAMOKAP ("STATE MONOPOLY 
CAPITALISM") FACTION WHICH CALLS FOR A MARXIST 
REORGANIZATION OF SOCIETY AND WHICH STRONGLY OPPOSES 
EFFORTS BY THE PARENT-SPD TO HOLD THE lUSO'S IN LINE. 

2. IN THE NEW BOARD, BENNETER WILL HAVE SUPPORT FROM 
TRAUTE MUELLER, AND TO A LESSER DEGREE FROM TWO ANTI- 
REVISIONISTS: WOLFGANG JUETTNER AND MICHAEL PAPE. 

OTTMAR SCHREINER (THE INITIAL FAVORITE WHOM BENNETER 
DEFEATED ON THE SECOND BALLOT BY 149-145), MICHAEL 
MUELLER, AND ARMIN KLEIST REPRESENT THE REFORM WING OF 
THE BOARD. 

3. SIGNIFICANTLY, TWO LABOR MEMBERS OF THE OLD BOARD, 
BERNHARD WURL AND GERD ANDRES, DECLINED TO RUN AGAIN, 
REPORTEDLY BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT TO BE ASSOCIATED 
WITH BENNETER'S POLICIES. THEIR DEPARTURE IS SIGNIFI- 
CANT BECAUSE JUSO RANKS HAVE ONLY A SMATTERING OF BLUE- 
COLLAR MEMBERS. BENNETER'S PRO-WORKING CLASS RHETORIC 
HAS SO FAR HAD NO GREAT APPEAL FOR YOUNG GERMAN WORKERS, 
AND WE SEE NO EVIDENCE THAT THIS SITUATION WILL CHANGE. 
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4. IN HIS VICTORY STATEMENT, BENNETER CALLED FOR A 
CLOSING OF THE RANKS AND PLEDGED TO CARRY OUT THE 
MANDATE FOR HIS "NEW MAJORITY." HE WILL HAVE PROBLEMS 
ON BOTH COUNTS. WITH RESPECT TO A CLOSING OF THE RANKS, 

WE NOTE THAT ALMOST HALF THE JUSO DELEGATES REJECTED 
BENNETER. IT IS BY NO MEANS CLEAR THAT THEY - AND 
THEIR RANK-AND-FILE - WILL SUPPORT HIM IF HE EMBARKS 
ON A RADICAL COURSE. MOREOVER, THE LOYALTY OF THE 
ANTI-REVISIONISTS IN THE "NEW MAJORITY" REMAINS TO BE 
TESTED. THEY ORIGINALLY WANTED JUETTNER AS CHAIRMAN; 

THEY ONLY BACKED BENNETER AS THE LESSER EVIL AGAINST 
SCHREINER. 

5. HOW BENNETER MOVES TO IMPLEMENT HIS MANDATE WILL 
ALSO RAISE BASIC PROBLEMS FOR THE SPD LEADERSHIP. IN 
THE NEAR TERM, TWO AREAS OF CONFLICT ARE CERTAIN: 

A. BENNETER WILL RESIST, EVEN MORE THAN HIS PREDESSORS, 

SPD ATTEMPTS TO RESTRAIN THE MORE EXTREME JUSO 
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POSITIONS, PROPAGANDA AND ACTIONS. RESENTMENT AGAINST 
WHAT THEY SEE AS A PARTY MUZZLE RUNS DEEP IN JUSO 
RANKS, AND BENNETER CAN COUNT ON BROAD SUPPORT. 

B. AN EVEN MORE DIVISIVE ISSUE BETWEEN THE PARTY 
AND THE YOUTH GROUP IS THE ISSUE OF COOPERATION WITH 
GERMAN COMMUNISTS. THIS IS AN ISSUE THAT SPD LEADERS 
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REGARD AS POLITICAL DYNAMITE, YET BENNETER HAS PLEDGED 
TO CARRY OUT TACTICAL COOPERATION WITH COMMUNISTS ON 
A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. IN HAMBURG, BENNETER PERSUADED 
THE JUSO MAJORITY, AFTER A LONG AND STORMY DEBATE, TO 
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ENTER "ACTION ALLIANCES” WITH COMMUNISTS IN PURSUIT OF 
COMMON GOALS (E.G., DISARMAMENT), ON THE CONDITION THAT 
THE JUSO'S HAVE A PRIOR SAY IN DETERMINING STRATEGY. 

MANY JUSO'S HAD - AND STILL HAVE - DOUBTS ABOUT THIS 
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COURSE WHICH FLIES IN THE FACE OF SPD POLICY THAT 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS SHALL NOT MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH 
COMMUNISTS. 

6. SPD BUSINESS MANAGER EGON BAHR AND TREASURER 
WILHELM DROESCHER UNDERSCORED THIS POLICY IN HAMBURG. 
BAHR SAID THAT THERE CAN BE "NO IDEOLOGICAL 
COEXISTENCE" WITH COMMUNISTS. SPEAKING AFTER BENNETER'S 
ELECTION, HE FORESAW "HARD TIMES" FOR THE JUSO'S IF 
BENNETER PURSUES A CONFRONTATION COURSE, AND HE WARNED 
THAT JUSO'S WHO PURSUE TIES WITH COMMUNISTS CANNOT STAY 
IN THE PARTY. 

7. BENNETER'S ELECTION THUS CONFRONTS THE SPD WITH A 
MAJOR CHALLENGE. JUSO'S HITHERTO HAVE BEEN A LEFTIST 
THORN IN THE PARTY'S SIDE, BUT THE BRANDT/SCHMIDT/ 

WEHNER TEAM HAS HELD THEM IN BOUNDS. NOW, UNDER 
BENNETER, THE JUSO'S MAY LAUNCH A MAJOR DRIVE TO 
RADICALIZE THEIR PARTY AND THUS SEEK CONFLICT WITH 
ITS LEADERSHIP. THE SPD KNOWS THAT THE CDU/CSU WILL 
POUNCE ON ANY SUCH JUSO MOVES - E.G., COOPERATION IN 
COMMUNIST-LED DEMONSTRATIONS, OR ESPOUSAL OF BENNETER'S 
STAMOKAP DOCTRINES - AND THAT IT CAN ILL AFFORD 
ANOTHER SELF-INFLICTED WOUND. YET THE PARTY MUST AT 
LEAST SEEK A MODUS VIVENDI WITH ITS ALWAYS OBSTREPEROUS, 
BUT NOW MORE ASSERTIVE YOUTH WING. THUS, IT MUST DECIDE 
WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE AND WHERE TO COMPROMISE. BAHR 
HAS MADE PLAIN THAT THE SPD WILL DRAW A FIRM LINE 

ON THE ISSUE OF TACTICAL ALLIANCES WITH COMMUNISTS. IN 
TURN, HE HAS HINTED THAT THE SPD MAY YIELD A BIT ON ITS 
RESTRICTIVE "CENSORSHIP" OF JUSO ACTIVITIES. THE PARTY 
HAS TWO ULTIMATE WEAPONS: CONTROL OF THE JUSO PURSE 
AND THREAT OF EXPULSION. USE OF EITHER COULD SPLIT THE 
JUSO'S AND CAUSE SERIOUS STRAIN WITHIN THE SPD ITSELF. 

THE SPD LEADERSHIP WOULD DO THIS ONLY AS A LAST RESORT, 

IN THE FACE OF GREAT PROVOCATION - A PROVOCATION WHICH 
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IS NOT PRESENT, BUT IS NOW LURKING OVER THE HORIZON. 

IT WILL BE EXTREMELY INTERESTING TO SEE HOW THE SPD 
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COMES TO GRIPS WITH THE NEW JUSO CHALLENGE. SO FAR 
WILLY BRANDT AND HELMUT SCHMIDT HAVE WITHHELD PUBLIC COMMENT 
BUT IT IS CERTAIN THAT THEY, ALONG WITH WEHNER AND 
OTHER SPD KEY POLITICIANS, ARE SEIZED WITH THE PROBLEM. 

8. THE EMBASSY WILL SUBMIT BY AIRGRAM FURTHER COMMENTS 
ON THE JUSO CONGRESS. 

STOESSEL 
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